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7 APPY diſciple! leſſed among men, and 

"1 5 chriſtians ; Ye among the holy apoſtles _ 
1 - © of the Lamb How amiable a character 

ES = At 7 ſpeaks the great worth, the 


ſingular excellence of one of the twelve, whom 
our Lord choſe to be his conſtant attendants in 
his public miniſtry, and 
' of extraordinary privileges. John the evange- 
liſt, the penman of this goſpel, was the diſciple 
whom Jeſus loved; as we ate told in v. 24. of + 
this chapter. This is the diſciple which teſti- 


we know that his teſtimony is true.—'Tis ON 7 
ſervable; that though this diſciple ſeveral times 
before had oecaſion to mention hee” whom | 


4 —_—_ j gow 2 hs 


dignified with an office 


fleth theſe things, and wrote theſe things, and 
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Jeſus he hed; yet] he — not 1 us r 


as; only by concealing his name, give occa- 
_ tion to gueſs him. And perhaps it is not John 
E that here ch us Who the beloved 
Aiſeiple was. {his ſcems to be done by other 
5 hands, the atteſtation being given in the plural 
number We know that his teſtimony is true.“ 
It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the biſnops of 
- _ Aſia did thus recommend to the e St. 


Zohn's goſpel, if, as Enfebiu: affirmeth; he wrote 


it at their entreaty. Is it not an argument of 


his modeſty, that when he had ſo frequent occa- 


ion to ſpeak of the diſcip le whom _ loved, 
he ſhould not once name himſelf ? 
uu ined ſo great a favour with all humbleneſs of 
mind, often acknowledging the grace of the 
Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, without hoaſting of his pre- 
' Togative therein. There are many other things 
recorded of this diſciple, honorary, to him, ar- 
going his preference, in his maſtet 's regards, to 
many others. We always find his name in the 
8 catalogue of the firſt 3 Chrilt's worthics, 
Which were of ſpecial conſideration with him; 
-* Peter, James, and John, ho- ſeemed to be pil- 
lars, * which greatly ſupporte d and adorned the 
5 chr iſtian church—were of the higheſt reputation *; 
In it, and thoſe very chiefeſt, moſt eminent 
ga apoſtles,” whom Faul, when he became one, 


1 25 poſed he Was. not a whit behind, tho at ihe 
Kae time he confeſſed himſelf to ce, os 


e John 


I : ay cl.! 11 9. 15 2 Cor: All. 41. g 


He enter- | 
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: John: 8 the three n. Sid 
cook for Witneſſes of his transfiguratioah, in ; 
1 Ee he received from God the Father honour 
and glory, which they ſa wand heard theivoice 
that came from heaven, hen they: were witKgn 
him in the holy mount, which" ſaid, M his is my - 


beloved Sor in whom Lam well pleaſed. — . 


others 


v3 


anten the 


And whom he called put, an 


garden of Gethſemane, as Mhoſe compan | 
(if any means could) bea ſolace to te in 2 | 
And whom he ſuffered (all 
| forbidden) to follow him into op | 
; Tr | 
"4 great — of reſtoring his nen to Ny 
Him, with his brother James, ou 
named Boanerges, which is, ae bs hun-. 
der. & : Signitying what powerful TT 3 
they er. be of his goſpel, the great err 
e 255 50 endeavours 11 
But in theſe marks of Chriſt's reſpect e him. 
beyond what he ſhewed to moſt of his d 
John was not alone. Theſe thing s did not 


ee, agony: ＋— 


ſe, and ſee the performance c 


their maſter's ſervice. 


ſeiples, 


amount to what is ſaid of him in . dt - 
ſtipguiſhing him from, and, in the greateſt pri- 


"A ilege, giving him the preference tO; all the other 1 
3 apoſtles, even the chiefeſt of them: Ihe theerr 
was an equality betwixt them in- office, vet 
there was a difference in perſonal accompliſu- 
ments, and certain prerogatives. And Wes 
"peri in bla Lords Bale ene is plainly 

I x2 ; 4 3 } aſſerted 


© *-Nat, . 45. e ne kv. Sar, itt, 42. | 


3 a 
7 0 , 
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— ä 2 
: waiply. by ſome contended ; 
de yet the former is th 

Privilege. wie t lle 
the diſcipie whom” Fefus. loved, rather than the 
vicar ꝙ Chriſt PO. "Jeſs inde d loved all his 

diſeiples. He loved all men. Out of hearty 


good will to mankind, he came into this world, 


ed; ſuffered and died for 


and lived and labou 
 *heir ſalvation. He particula 
1 Mei iples, the twelve, whom he . to be his 


ime miniſters, with whom he converſed more 


Aaunikarly whom he inſtructed more fully, and 


prayed for with more than ordinary tenderneſs 


and concern. Of the twelve, three were diſtin- 


| ie whom Jeſus loved, with a ſtill more peculiar 
atfection; which might be (in part) manifeſt by 


His receiving him into his boſom, the place of 


ü Jove and intimacy ; as'is mentioned in this verſe, 
the diſciple: whom Jeſus Joved—which alſo 


N 4. on his breaſt at ſupper, and ſaid, Lord, 
which is he that betray ps. "th eb. referring to 
that paſſage in John xiii. 23.— Now there was 
leaning on Jeſus boſom one of his diſciples 
r therefore bo 
- koned to him, that he ſhould aſk who it ſhould 
faid that one of 
them ſhould betray him.“ is obſervable, that 
t all other occa- 


Tons, : 85 


whom Jeſus loved, Simon Pet 
be of whom he ſpake, when h 


Teter, who, upon moſt,” if n- 


=: 


remary of power ir 5 
and if it could. 
eee 
Who would not chuſe to be called 


ly loved his own 


guiſhed by ſome ſpecial tokens of Chriſt's favour 
to them? and of the three, John was the diſci- 


5 


5 
0 
0 


b with peculiar endearment of affection amd inti- 


. Ei 


of the OI — aſk 1 


this queſtion for the diſcovery of ſuch a ſecret 
to 1 about which they were in great doubt 
and anxiety, but Ne Johnito: aſk: it, 1a 
knowing that he was the diſciple, which was 
_ neareſt} and moſt intimate to their maſter; 1 


= ſpecial: intereſt; in, and a ſpeclal onfide 
with their Lord; who might belegen 


bother ways, have declared a ſpecial regand s 


bim. Jeſus ſaid to his diſciples, John Av. 1 . 
henceforth: I call you not ſervants, fon the ſer 

vant eee i what his Lord doeth; but * 
bave called you friends; fer all thingsi that E 
have heard of. my father I have made known 
_ unto you. He received and treated them all 
as friends, but John as his boſom friend? 


macy ; of which his placing him next to him at 
the table, on his right hand, in a reclining po- 
ſture, might be ſome token. But, tho there 
was a diſciple whom Jeſus, in the days of his 
fleſh,, thus loved, yet my heaters may be 8 
to ſay what is that to us? There was but one 
ſuch among the bleſſed apoſtles: he was a non- 


ſuch. Hath there ever been the like ſince? Is 


this a character proper to be emulated, or poſſi- 
ble to be attained ? I anſwer, that ſuch as John 
was, ſuch ought every man to deſire and endea- 
vour to be, "the diſciple whom Jeſus: loveth? 
_- favoric and duiog—to hav 2. ſpecial in- 

th * 


* 


 hisMeſh;+::And the — 4 
Jan loveth, if not. equally, 

Willing tachear, Image come: tyitel! you Who h. I 

_ b-andro-deſesi | Hic ſo, a | That Be. may the 

u to bear 


5 e er if his n 


tho he may not to ſoch 2 
Jaba, i. s. love of. CC | 7 
en! ſubject of it teſteth ; 
ject of it "ſafe depends. a love that is 
being e ng; and falleth not to make 
= te . fixed, 'compleatly and 
2 bleſſed. The diſciple whom Jeſus lo- 
wei i ihe ſenſe of che text, is one that hath 
1 karoediChrilt as to like unto him in 
te holy image of God. — t 
Aud been taught by him as the truth is ia Jeſu | 
to put off. the — man, whic Lis corropt accord- 
5 ing to tlie deceitful luſts, and, ing rene wed in 
_ the'fpicitof his m 
| which after God is created in 
1 true holineſs. For-. this 1 


A 


| in 


. 


to put on the new man; 


righteouſneſs and 


* 


od reſtored to, and 


eſs put upon it, 
that 


5 _ amiable; andjs attractive 80 Chriſt s ſpecial affec- 


tion. Iteis the im 


1 | Ingyour minds, - h; ar he-is iT fi EDT 1 


eth him truly 


* 


0 


—— 


9 * 
„d 


and. 


| a de chr tal be ſayed by him. 9 
5 le is not one whom he lor: 
N E EE Tock © 2 8 5 

zs he did John. —The Diſciple, whom - iff : 
cus loveth, it one who ir Singuiſhed from fun 
others in the emmency of , 3 per/onal accum- 
PI iſpmenti, as render a true chriſtian ee 
amiable, One who, beſides the qualifications | 
that conſtitute him a fintere diſciple of Chriſt, - 


Ai 


the God of nature, and as the God of grace; 
from whom cometh down every good fo = 
* 3 


* Oe FOR TORO 
EY maketh is beatz b. 3 Me 2 
object of e placential love. He 54 
4 ciple, not barely by profeſſion, but in eu] 
Aud + nav be heart and practice, and hach 


- Heagh of Tim to 3 ſoberl y, and ri ** . 
podly in preſent wor 
eth with 12 love as he d 


Jeſus lov 
ry ſuch diſk 


ien, as to the of it, 


which he hath in common and equality with 


5 others, i is endowed with ſome ſpecial proper- 
ties, or degrees thereof, "which beautify and 
adorn him. He excels in ſome 3 

8 which are not only lovely in them- 


rg but are ornaments ſetting of his other 
qualities, making them, and himſelf 
ining with them, to appear more lovely. 


3 24] 2 diſciple of Jeſus peculiarly amiable. 
They are both of nature, and of grace: Such 
as he receives from the Father: of lights, as 


I am here to ſhew what thoſe perſonal ac. | 
5 com pliſhments arc, the . e of which 


+. es 


5 = . cxcry: perlect gilt, forming. and er 
8 ing a chriſtian man. 


5 1 Intellectual capacities and improvements, 


in a ſuperior de; 755 make | diſciple” of . 8 


| F | 115 8 5 amiab S6. | i 


. 
AN \ 


There is a ſpitit in inan” "hk 2 is the 


| nobleſt | part of him, aad the inſpiration ar : = 
| theAliniphty giveth him underſtanding”; which 
* advanceth him above the be aſts of the field, 


_ and the fowls of heaven: 
_ original excellence, the moſt eminent diſtinc- 


Reaſon was man s 


tion and glory of his nature, by which he 
was fitted n te the erections, and. 


delebrate the praiſes of his, and the world's . 
; almighty maker; and in which he reſembled 
God,” who is the ſupream and moſt perfect 

7 reaſon. The grace of God by which a real 


chriſtian is what he is, doth not deſtroy a 


* * 
. £ 


reaſonable nature, in its preſent lapſed ſtate, 


but ſublimate and'refine it. | Tt doth not ob- 
: iterate, | but exceedingly brighten, what res - 
mains of the natural image of God, ſince the 5 


fall. It reſtores reaſon to its government 
bor the human paſſions, and directs it to its 


= proper exerciſe. And by how much clearer 
ä ſtronger the rational faculty is in any man, ä 
upon whom the renovating bange is paſſed, 

by ſo much more excellent [diſciple may he 

be of Jeſus Chriſt, Largeneſs of Bagels. 


ing, quickneſs of apprehenſion, ſoundneſs of 


e dept and compa of laringare 


I embelliſhments 5 


bd 1 


' 


A 


= ? 


{ 


A 


TH 3: 


— a GaGa a a ad 
a great difference between the ſubj es of re- 


= © 


2 neration. $0 far as a man's Ib a- ” 
ilitie | 


es and attainments are ſuperior to others, 
he may, upon his receiving of grace, out-ſtrip. 
them, as a diſeiple of Jeſus, and be advanced 


to a higher form in the ſchool of Ohriſt. * 
Theſe accompliſhments, as natural and con- 


genite, or acquired by human ſtudy, are great 
ornaments to a man, and are not leſs fo for 
bis being renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that createth the new man. 
Then are they ſanctifled, and made ſübſervient 
to grace and "beliefs and therefore are the 
more recommending. Great is the advantage. 


he thereby hath to excel in all that is well- 


leaſing in the fight of the Lord, and to make 
Fr light ſhine before men with diſtin; guiſhed: * 
Jo” As a good man, they ſet him off 10 
er acceptance and eſteem. 
Whether, in this reſpe&, John bad "Ml 
preheminence among the diſciples, who Were 
not men of letters, we cannot ſay © büt he 


| had viſions and revelations from God more 
than others, and hisGoſpel, and theApocalypſe, ' 
which he wrote, contain ſuch myſteries, that 

it is probable his mind might be peculiarly 
formed for the moſt ſublime ſpeculations. As 
to another, who was an apoſtle after 3 | 


the Spirit of God was pleas'd to reveal ſome 


wn which are hard to be underſtood”, be? 
5 * „ ale 


# 


* 
E . 
- . 
* 
2 . 


TY. 
. 


prehend, reach; and defend en 
this? is certain, that for his d 
in the things of God, and the 
ner in ich he wrote conce 
- by the Ancients called, 1 HE Divi xx. 
II. Good natural diſpgfitions 


amiable. Man bears the i 
tor in his moral, as well as 


2 


ho have it in a "con derable degree, are 
eſteemed and called, guod natur i men. Mo- 


5 Leueſt haneſts franl, generous, gentle, courte- -- 5 Too 


cus, c ve, benign, merci ful: diſpoſi- 
tions, appear ta be natural and congenite 1 
ſome individuals of Ae human ſpecies, and 
to be much”'culfivated and. repethened. in. 
them by meerly human mea 8. An Athen 
are, in their kind. 'abd imeaſur e. good, cau- 


ful, and beautifying - rendering the <= 
5 eon 2 and orderly, more | ecoring, plca-./ 
„ 1 | 1 for; , 


. 1 85 3 1 
x ? Do PR 7 


5 3 * * NE! FOAM of bis ON 
reaſon, improved by an education at the feet 
of Gamalicl, might be mpre able to com- 
m. However, 
rep knowledge : 
exccllen lent man- 
rning them, John 


predeminant 
in 4 diſciple of eſus, rende kim the more 
cars ige of his crea- 
1 intelligent 
1 * H ;-a0d there are. ſome ſtrictures of it 
e e e by ſin. Not- 
- diſorders. which ſin 
a d into our ture, there are 
lack e properties of it, eſpecially as ſome have | 
it, whomever experienc'd the faving change f 
Ff, chat aremonlly good, and from which. it. 
- oil | Rill-denominared.* Good ture; --and woo | 


LIES 


are charged i in holy ſeri ipture, to be dada 
xffectioned to have Cr affection on, 
3 another. The word imports 3 

lie that of parent - animals to their off. 
ſor ing. Which ſuppoſeth inbred inclinations 
00 which ſtould be excited, im proved - 
| and Txerciſed by them. And is fac! as any 


4 


natural difpofitions ate good, they are lovely, 
arid make Ae perſon {Sg is in whom they are pre- 
Vvulent to be 12 2 in the eyes of ſeſus- 
Actording to the degrees df his image, who : 
is the ſtandard of excellency, [which 3 
and things do beat, God himſelf eſtrems them. 
Jeſus beholding the young man that came to 
him for inſtructioti in the way-to-ercrnal-life,” - 
loved him +, for "thoſe amiable gaod 3 
be diſcetned in him; tho: at; the fame tie 
he told him, that he lacked one thing: which * 
was very eſſential to make him a; true HIL.  — Þ} 
ple, and an heir of ſalvation, even -@ higher - 1 - 
regard to Chriſt, and 2. treaſure in\heaven;” „„ 
khan to his great poſſeſſions on earth. m = 
good natural diſpoſitions, . as, they may be 2 
found in the unregenerate, are ornamerits to OR 
' them;: much more muſt they he ſo to a 
chriſtian after the ſanctification of the: Spe 5 
they are animated by chriſtian; prineinles, 5 
and exerciſed MY the dire lion of the © chriſtian 
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the 8 8 . to be ankfut, for the 


dee they have, in their natural make, 
18 be truly virtuous and pio 

erent tempers become the 
8 of Jeſus. According to the p 


Jer with the lamb, the leopard ſhall lie 


down with the kid; and the calf, and the 


ny © 5 lion”, &c. Such as are moroſe, chur- 


5 thereof, be more or leſs ami 


erce, crafty, deſigning, cenſorious, and 
cruel, like the ſavage and - 


and harmleſs, as Keds: and little children. 


But, although perſons. of different complecti- 
ons of mind may be equ 
funckifying grace, yet, ſor all the change this 


lly partakers of 


may, in reſpect 


maketh in their tempers, the 
le ſaints. There 


is not ſuch an alteration in their ſpirits, but 


* 


that their natural diſpoſitions 
nue to be ornaments or ble 


from their natural N . one may 


þ 


Fg 


8. 2 5 
Lincere diſc 
and promiſe i in Iſai. 4 I. 6. 7 The 1470 5 ſhall 


24 enemous beaſts,” - 
Hhoul be changed by the preaching of the 
; goſpel, and made ſub; ects of the Redeemer 6 


peaceable kingdom, = well as thoſe who are 
naturally... meek, gentle, träctable, ſimple, 


uſually conti- 
miſhes to them. 
Grace planted on good. nature, (as it is com- 
8 monly called) i is more gracef ul and pleaſant; E | 
than when it is ſo upon what is juſtly termed 5 
N ill nature, which it ſeldom (if ever) perfectly 
cureth in this life. Two chriſtians, between 
whom there may be little difference: but what 


an 5 
2 : . | 45 : -_ 1. he : ; ra . 8 


= bo 


2 — 7 


1 


j * . 


© 


* 


1 8 Wh: exerapl: 


virtue, while the other 


dal. Such inſtances frequently. occur to ob» 
ſervation in perſons: who. differ from one ano» 
ther chiefly (if not ſolely) in the ee 
 mildneſs and frowardnels of their ſpirits: Yea, 


a man may have a. greater meaſure. of knows 


ledge and grace than another; and yet not 
3 him therein; the luſtre thereof i in 
him being obſcur d by his conſtitution. Ar 
was ſaid of one, that he was 2 man of 
great parts, great graces, and great infirmities, 
. had grace enough for two men, and not half 
enough for himſelf '. "Tis not im robable, 
that John, the diſcip le whom Jeſus loved, 
was diſtinguiſh'd 1 Peter, and others, by! 
a peculiar goodneſs of nature —gentleneſt of: 
temper : if by his writings, elpecially his 
epiſtles, we may form any e or yo, 
concerning it. 

III. Certain ſpiri al. graces, ina degree oft 


emtence, render a diſciple of Jeſus the more 


amiable. He that hath. learnedChriſt to c 8 
purpoſe, hath put on the new man, and is a” 


new creature is renewed in all his powers 
- and faculties, and is endowed- with all thoſe 


graces which conſtitute a real ſaint. Let this 


.tenovation is but partial in the preſent life. 


The new and holy qualities. which are intro- . 


duc di into. the ſoul at Land: in oppoſe 


le 7 2 f 


Eos 


OE is clouded with Tcl | = 
3 mities,and ; is oftentimes ſcarce free from ou 


Eo 


ö — 
r OOO IS 
n 
* „„ EBERT. > 
oy 


" 8 perfection. Nor e wits 


they in every one to an equal degree to What 
they are in ſame; no [perhaps jn avy one ” 
F are they all to the ſame degree. any _ 

vere endowed with all graces; in. . 


3 eee , be denen 1 
= . tegard before all. But, t ho” there may no . 
Z one.who excels i in all, ben be moſt 2 | 


' Tome: particulars, 2 are Specially recom- 5 
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ſhine, and adds a charm to every grace in the 
ſoul; and renders a chriſtians whole deport- 

: ment comely and agreable. A calm and fe- 
rene, is truly a great, a generous, and god 
like mind. To keep the ſpirit quiet and un- 
diſturb'd amidſt all provodations to wrath, 
1 and ſtorms of adverſity, is thenobleſtatchieve- 
ment. © He: that is flow to anger, is betten 
than the mighty; and he that ruleth his ſpirit, 
than he that taketh a city T. He is glorious 
theretore in the eyes of a. Lord, ho pro- 
ncunceth him bleſſed 4. Humbleneſs: of. 
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introductive of, all other graces and duties of 
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unleſs hamility accompanies them, pride and 


vanity will ſpoil them. This adorns all other 
chriflan graces and virtues. * It caſts a luſtre 
upon attainments compari vely low ; while 
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_ dare to ſay, that he is. not ſo himſelf ). ya *' 
Done have cauſe to impute this to his want 
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An unrighteouſ neſs; and thence not to allow 
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__ did bear peculiar marks o honor, and Was, 
.* - on the ſuppoſition (which-1 is reaſonable. to 
be 1 bis 58 75 ſincere alen ee 
: Chriſt, ieee 18 them, in hit mal- * 
ter's regards, and ought. to be remembered 
by us 48 the Aleiple hen eſus loxxe d. 
And, my Brethren, the People of his „ 
charge, the great love you a lways expreſs” Eo 
to your Paſtor, will not ſuffer you wag f _— 
forget him. Your faithful ee 1 — 
. * 7 3: repreepiog to yd. how arnighl 
L the dear man of God was in the brightneſs 
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i 145 his printed works, which are more than 
* 4; 7 0 any miniſters in the land, of his ſtanding; - 
and are more honorary and durable, than 

pillars | of marble erected and inſcribed to 
his praiſe, -—Some | have thus paraphraſed 

Solomon's words, in Prov. 13. 9. © The 
light of the righteous rejoiceth. ” It ſhal! 
burn clearly and pleaſantly, even when his 
life is put out here. By a due remembrance - 
ock him who was ſo burning and ſhining a 
„ light among us, we may longer ſtill rejoice. 
in his light have farther benefit of his ex, 
cellent inſtructions, and example; and can 
we ever think, or ſpeak of him, and not 

„ ready to adopt and : ipply the Angel's. 

5 .encomium, addreſſed to a prophet of old, 

O MAN GREATLY BELOVED? * But the 
© Tweet remembrance of him, which love 
E - _ fhould cheriſh and preſerve in us, to the 
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em it that he is abſent from us: alas! is dead, 
=: and gone; and hath left us ſorrowing deep- N 
I y that we ſhall ſee his face no more. The 
more Jeſus and we loved him, our loſs of 
3 Him is the e and the more to de de- 
1 ploted. e i Bars | 
_ "HE" The death of ; Ale whom Je- 
= ſus loved, ought,” in a ſpecial manner, to 
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unto him, if I will that he carry till I come, : of : 

| what is that to thee? Then went that fa y- 

jog abroad among the brethren, that that 
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_ unto him, he ſhall not die, but if I will thit 
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| being found alive at Chriſt's coming to the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which they tho't 
would be the end of the world, he ſhould, 


without paſling thro' death, enter upon the : 


ſtate of immortality, then to commence. 5 | 


But Chriſt did not ſay, he ſhould live till 
then; or if he had ſaid it, this would not 
have been to fay, he ſhall never die; for 


he did live thirty years after that, even to 


Trajan's reign, in which he died. Chriſt's 


love to a diſciple of his, doth not exempt 


him from dying, it is conſiſtent with his dy- 
ing much ſooner than John did; yea it 


may be the reaſon thereof: for it is his will 
and deſire that thoſe whom he loveth, ſhould 


be with him, where he is. It was ſaid of 


old, They die young whom God loveth. Tho 
-this truth is, neither love, nor: hatred, is 
=. rake tans by this. Vet, when one dieth _ 
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for his: death. Jeſus loved Lazarus, and 

| tſo at hisgraye;as.to o ccaſion the Jews _ ; 

__ _* Behold how: he. laved him! 5 

neral lamentatian for the death 

& 74 's friend, and our's- in this place, 
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us more regretted as a public loſs.. Sorrow 4 

| 6ver-ſpread town and country. The land 
mourneth. No wonder that the mourning 

in this Place is like: the mourning. of 

Hadasdrimmon. It is a moſt grievous laſs x 
you here. ſultai.in the. death of ſuch a mi- 

niſter; and in ſuch an: age of life,, when 
you. might hope to, enjoy, him for many 
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